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Blandford Demographics





Blandford’s population is stagnant (at best) and 
remains almost entirely White, Not-Hispanic

Blandford 2010 
(#)

Blandford 2010 
(%) Blandford 2019 (#) Blandford 2019 

(%)

Total 1184 100% 1105 100%
White, Not Hispanic (NH) 1155 98% 1074 97%
Black or African American 
(NH) 0 0% 0 0%
Asian (NH) 13 1% 0 0%
Hispanic or Latino 13 1% 18 2%
Other, Including American 
Indian and Alaska Native, and 
Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander, and two or 
more races (NH) 3 0% 13 1%







2021 FEDERAL POVERTY 
GUIDELINES

PERSONS IN 
FAMILY/ 

HOUSEHOLD
POVERTY 

GUIDELINE

1 $12,880

2 $17,420

3 $21,960

4 $26,500

5 $31,040

6 $35,580

Source: US Department of Health and 
Human Services, 
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-
guidelines

Individuals (and children) in poverty 
include all people living in households 
with incomes below the federal poverty 
level. 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines




Blandford Housing Data







Units in Blandford Housing 
Structures: 2010 & 2019 2010 2019

Total housing units 557 610

1-unit, detached 520 594

1-unit, attached 11 0

2 units 13 13

3 or 4 units 3 0

5 to 9 units 6 0

10 to 19 units 0 0

20 or more units 0 0

Mobile home 4 3

Boat, RV, van, etc. 0 0

2019 Housing Types

1-unit, detached 2 units
Mobile home

Single unit detached homes continue to account for the vast 
majority of Blandford’s housing (97.4%)





Missing data for which we need to seek 
alternative measures:

• Median rent (no 2019 or other recent data for 
Blandford)

• Share (%) of rental units for which rent accounts 
for 35% or more of of household income

• Building Permits by year (HUD Building Permit 
Database has no data for recent years)



Blandford Economy, Business and Industry 
Data





Town
November 2020 
Unemployment 

Estimates

Blandford 4.1%

Charlemont 7.8%

Otis 5.8%

Shelburne 5.4%



Blandford’s Largest Employers

Company name Address City State Number of 
employees NAICS Code

Blandford Ski Area 1 Office Nye Brook Rd Blandford MA 100-249 7211

Maple Corner Farm Cross Beech Hill Rd Blandford MA 20-49 7211

McDonald’s (x2) Pike E & W Travel 
Plazas Blandford MA 20-49 7225

Auntie Anne's Pretzels Westbound Milepost 
29 Blandford MA 10-19 7225

Blandford Club North St Blandford MA 10-19 7139

Blandford Fire Dept Main St Blandford MA 10-19 9221
Gateway Regional School 
Dist Russell Stage Rd Blandford MA 10-19 6111

Mass Turnpike Authority Old Chester Rd Blandford MA 10-19 9211



What do we know 
about Blandford 
Jobs?
Industry Sectors Employing Workers 

in Blandford Count Share
Public Administration 26 33%
Retail Trade 14 18%
Construction 11 14%
Professional, Scientific, and 
Technical Services 10 13%

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 8 10%
Health Care and Social Assistance 6 8%
Other Services (excluding Public 
Administration) 4 5%
Wholesale Trade 1 1%



The data here reflect what 
Blandford residents DO, 
i.e., their OCCUPATION



The data here reflect the 
INDUSTRY SECTOR of 
Blandford residents’ 
employers



Where do Blandford 
workers live?



Where do Blandford 
residents work?



Blandford’s Local Taxes



What is “Personal Property”?  
Massachusetts Department of Revenue, 
Division of Local Services explains: 
"Personal property generally includes 
tangible items that are not firmly 
attached to land or buildings and are not 
considered to be part of the real estate, 
for example, merchandise, furniture, 
machinery, tools, animals and 
equipment."



Property Type 2021 
Share of 

Total
Residential 81.6%

Commercial 3.8%

Industrial 1.3%

Personal Property 13.3%







After peaking in 2010, revenues 
lost to tax-exempt lands has 
declined 

Fiscal Year Nominal Value of 
Exempt Land

2004 8,276,900
2005 10,396,900
2006 33,519,500
2007 27,938,000
2008 28,591,900
2009 28,122,300
2010 38,181,300
2011 36,804,500
2012 36,893,100
2013 33,438,900
2014 32,614,200
2015 32,941,300
2016 32,514,600
2017 32,849,900
2018 32,849,900
2019 29,913,200
2020 29,982,900
2021 30,411,400







Contact Information

• Doug Hall
• dhall@pvpc.org
• (413) 426-6931

mailto:dhall@pvpc.org


GETTING STARTED:

• Regional Context
• Water Resources
• Prime Farmland Soils
• Unique Environments
• TNC Resilient Landscapes
• Town Infrastructure
• Zoning
• FEMA Flood data by Tax Parcel
• Land Use
• Protected & Recreational Open Space

MORE TO COME:

• OSRP Action Plan Map
• Economic Development 
• Historic Preservation
• Transportation Data

GIS Mapping & Data



Water Resources & Soils



Unique Environments & Resilient Lands



Town Infrastructure & Zoning



MassGIS Land Use 2016 & Aggregated Data

USEGENNAME USEGENCODE SqMi ACRES

Agriculture 7 1.087940836 696.2821348 2.04%

Commercial 3 7.34E-02 46.94575677 0.14%

Forest 6 6.270947138 4013.406168 11.73%

Industrial 4 1.41E-02 8.998538167 0.03%

Mixed use, other 20 0.729718333 467.0197332 1.37%

Mixed use, primarily commercial 30 1.140002503 729.6016016 2.13%

Mixed use, primarily residential 10 4.007437205 2564.759811 7.50%

Open land 2 26.63204378 17044.50802 49.83%

Recreation 8 0.48211162 308.551437 0.90%

Residential - multi-family 12 0.902921232 577.8695883 1.69%

Residential - other 13 0.366390938 234.4902003 0.69%

Residential - single family 11 6.586448679 4215.327154 12.32%

Right-of-way 55 1.206058273 771.8772944 2.26%

Tax exempt 9 3.843134483 2459.606069 7.19%

Unknown 0 0.10142257 64.910445 0.19%

COVER NAME USE GEN NAME
USE GEN 

CODE ACRES

COVER NAME USE GEN NAME
USE GEN 

CODE USE_CODE ACRES

Additional Data Breakdowns:



Protected & Recreational Open Space

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA)
Protected & Recreational Open Space

Chapter 61, 61A, 61B, and mixed use tax parcel data



Walking & Biking 



Walking & Biking 
https://pvpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2b4ad7feed4d45998216314237f483d7

Accessibility & Potential 

https://pvpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2b4ad7feed4d45998216314237f483d7


Transportation Assets 

1. Roadway  
2. Pavement 
3. Critical Transportation Infrastructure 
4. Crash Experience 
5. Other Transportation Resources 
6. What are we missing? 

 
 
 



Roadway 

• 78 Non Interstate Miles 
• 8.5 Miles of Interstate 
• Blandford is responsible for 

maintaining 65 miles (83% non 
interstate) 

• 20 miles are federal aid (not 
including I-90) 

• 55 miles of roadway are not 
federal aid eligible 

61 

10 

3 4 

Blandford MassDOT

Other State Agency Unaccepted

Non Interstate Jurisdiction (miles) 



50% 

27% 

13% 

11% 

Overall Condition Index (OCI) 

Good Fair Poor Failed

Pavement 

• PVPC completed a Pavement 
Management Report for 
Blandford in 2020 

• The report layouts a plan for 
Blandford – Estimated budget 

• Data does not include 
unaccepted and dirt Roads as 
local 



Critical Transportation Infrastructure 

Bridges and Culverts 
• 24 Total Structures 

• 4 Bridges are on I-90 
• 12 Good 
• 9 Fair (4 are located on I-90) 
• 3 Poor – small bridge or culvert  

• Otis Stage Road at Blair Pond (State) 
• N. Blandford Road at Blair Brook (Local) – Not federal aid eligible 
• Gore Road at Tiffany Brook (Local) – Not federal aid eligible 



Crash Experience 
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Pioneer Valley SafetyCompass (2015-2017) 

 

BLANDFORD  
ANNUAL CRASHES 

2015 – 53 
2016 – 66 
2017 – 78 

 
ANNUAL CRASHES PER 1000 POPULATION 

(Census 2019) 52.44 
 

TOTAL FATAL CRASHES - 3 
 

TOTAL NON- MOTORIST CRASHES - 2 
 
 

 INTERSECTION CRASHES 
 

Four intersection crashes were reported in 
Blandford (all property damage only) 

within the analysis period. Three of those 
crashes were geocoded. The locations of 

those crashes are depicted in the map and 
listed below: 

 
1. Otis Stage Road (Route 23 ) and North 

Street 
 

2. North Blandford Road and a Private 
Driveway 

 
3. Otis Tolland Road and Westerly Road 

 
4. (Not Geocoded Location) 

At an unknown Y-intersection along Otis 
Tolland Road 

 
 

*EPDO – Equivalent Property Damage 
Only (Fatal and Injury Crashes = 21, 

Property Damage Crashes = 1) 
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2017 1.28% 23.08% 74.36% 1.28%
2016 3.03% 21.21% 71.21% 4.55%
2015 0.00 30.19% 69.81% 0.00
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Map Not to Scale 
Zoom-in for best crash data point clarity 



KEY FINDINGS 
• The total number of reported crashes in Blandford has increased each year within the three year analysis period. 
• A total of 2 non-motorist crashes were recorded in Blandford between 2015 and 2017, one of which resulted in the fatality of a pedestrian. 
• The other two fatal crashes occurred when drivers exceeded the authorized speed limit along Interstate I-90. 
• Almost 80% of all collisions were single vehicle crashes. 
• Almost all the reported crashes (190) were non intersection crashes, the majority of which (144) occurred along Interstate I-90.  

(Y- intersection – 2, driveway and T-intersection – 1 each) 
 
 
 

 

FIRST HARMFUL EVENT SUMMARY 
Collision with guardrail or median barrier 65 

Collision with motor vehicle in traffic 51 

Collision with animal 23 

Collision with tree 14 

Collision with ditch 8 

Collision with other 8 

Overturn/rollover 8 

Collision with embankment 4 

Collision with other light pole or other post/support 4 

Collision with parked motor vehicle 4 

Collision with other movable object 2 

Jackknife 2 

Collision with bridge overhead structure 1 

Collision with curb 1 

Collision with pedestrian 1 

Other non-collision 1 

 

DRIVER CONTRIBUTION CODES FOR ALL DRIVERS 
No improper driving 121 

Driving too fast for conditions 33 

Unknown 16 

Other improper action 15 

Failure to keep in proper lane or running off road 14 

Inattention 10 

Over-correcting/over-steering 10 

Exceeded authorized speed limit 6 

Fatigued/asleep 6 

Operating vehicle in erratic, careless, negligent or aggressive manner 5 

Operating defective equipment 3 

Visibility obstructed 3 

Distracted 2 

Followed too closely 2 

 

 

73%

13%

11% 2% 1%

Roadway Classification
Interstate
Not Reported
Urban minor arterial or rural major collector
Local
Urban collector or rural minor collector

 

0 0

1

0

1

0

2015 2016 2017

Non-motorist Crashes by Type and Year

Pedestrian Other*

* Skater, wheelchair, unicycle, tricycle, etc.
 

96%

2% 2%
0%

0%

Location of Crashes
Not at junction Not reported Y-intersection

Driveway T-intersection

 



Other Transportation Resources 

• Sidewalks 
• Bicycles 
• Connectivity 

• East / West Rail 
• Turnpike Access 



What are we missing? 

CONTACT 
 

Andrew B. McCaul 
amccaul@pvpc.org  

mailto:amccaul@pvpc.org


QUESTIONS & 
DISCUSSION 

 
 

Kenneth Comia, AICP 
kcomia@pvpc.org 

 
 

 
 

Catherine Ratté 
cratte@pvpc.org 

CONTACT 

mailto:kcomia@pvpc.org
mailto:cratte@pvpc.org
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